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Asiatic Mode of Production – 

 

Asiatic Mode of Production –

 ‘---feudalism from 

above’ ‘feudalism from below’.   

‘Feudalism from above means a state wherein an emperor or powerful 

king levied tribute from subordinate who still ruled in their own right 

and did what they liked within their own territories --- as long as they 

paid the paramount ruler.... By feudalism from below it meant the 

next stage where a class of land-owners developed within the village, 

between the state and the peasantry, gradually to wield armed power 

over the local population. This class was subject to service, hence 
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claimed a direct relationship with the state power, without the 

intervention of any other stratum.’  

 

Indian 

Feudalism (1965) Henri Pirenne-
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Henri Pirenne-

‘second serfdom’ 

 

 

  “Was 

There Feudalism in Indian History?”  

Asiatic Mode of Production-
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‘the structured dependence of entire peasantry on the lords.’ 

 

 

‘primarily free 

peasant form of agricultural production gradually evolving from post-

Mauryan times, thus characterized the agrarian economy of ancient and 
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medieval India.’ 

 

Asiatic Mode of Production

“Problems of Marxist Historical Analysis” 

 

 

“How Feudal was 

Indian Feudalism” 

 The 

Feudal Order: State, Society and Ideology in Early Medieval India (1987, 
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2000) 
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